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Hiram, King of Tyre

King Solomon and King Tyre at the
building of the Temple (Jupiter
Images)

King Hiram (Ahiram) of Tyre (971-
939 BCE) was made famous in the
Bible for sending his own stone
cutters and carpenters to David
(1000-961 BCE) to help in the
construction of his palace (2 Samuel
5:11).

King Hiram not only helped David
build his palace, but also sent to
Solomon (961-922 BCE) famous
Lebanon cedars and cypress wood
for the construction of his famous
temple (1 Kings 9:11, 2 Chronicles
2:3). Both the chief architect (Hiram
Abif) and the master workers for
the First Temple, constructed under
Solomon's rule, were in fact Tyrians.
Lebanon's cedar trees were highly
prized throughout the Middle East -
so much so, in fact, that today only
small tracts survive high in the
Lebanese mountains.

In exchange for all this help,
Solomon transferred to Hiram's
control the Galilean district of
Cabul. This area included twenty
cities, but Hiram does not appear to
have liked them very much (1 Kings
9:11-14). The agricultural
importance of the region was much
more important. The grain and olive
oil produced here might have
allowed Tyre to cease agricultural
imports, no minor feat. Tyre's lack
of significant inland agricultural
resources for itself was an
important factor in its lower status
when compared to Sidon in the
north. Jerusalem became a
significant consumer of Phoenician
goods.

Autisim Research Center ! Our Charity For 2008-2009

In the United States, more than one million individuals and their families live with autism and the
number keeps growing. The Pediatric Developmental Center at Advocate Illinois Masonic Medical
Center is providing high quality educational and therapeutic programs and services to children
with autism and other cognitive disabilities in Illinois.

Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) and autism are developmental disabilities considered the result of
a neurological condition affecting normal brain function, development and social interactions.
Children and adults with ASD find it difficult or impossible to relate to other people in a
meaningful way, may show restrictive and/or repetitive patterns or behavior or body movements,
and often have some degree of mental retardation. While great strides are being made, there is
no known cause or cure, nor a known singular effective treatment for autism.

Grand High Priest Richard Yena has chosen Autism Research as the charity we are supporting this
year. All monies contributed to the new Royal Arch Charity Foundation, Inc. will be used to further
the research in the cause and cure for those five known developmental disorders that make up the
Autism Spectrum Disorder umbrella: Autistic Disorder, Asperger Syndrome, Rett Syndrome,
Childhood Disintegrative Disorder, and Pervasive Developmental Disorder.

ASD are baffling, life-long disabilities. While there is no cause or cure, it is treatable. People with
ASD ! at any age ! can make significant progress through therapy and treatments, growing to
lead meaningful, productive lives. Your help in funding research in these disorders will help in
finding ways to prevent and cure autism and ASD.

If you wish to make a contribution to this charity, please send your contribution
(check made payable to the Royal Arch Masons Charitable Foundation, Inc.) to Ed
Derry, REGSec. PO Box 227, Washington IL 61571-0227, office phone: 309-444-
7547
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You Can Help us Grow! Richard E. Yena

Richard Yena
Most Excellent Grand High Priest

2008-2009

Officers  2008-09

Richard Yena

Joseph Santisteban

Ronald Blue

Charles Horwitz

Bruce Rhinehart MEPGHP

Edward Derry, MEPGHP

Dale Cyrier

Robert Wright

Alan Hubble

Most Excellent Grand High Priest

Right Excellent Deputy
Grand High Priest

Right Excellent Grand King

Right Excellent Grand Scribe

Right Excellent Grand Treasurer

Right Excellent Grand Secretary

Excellent Grand Captain of the Host

Excellent Grand Principal Sojourner

Excellent Grand Royal Arch Captain

The year 2009 has arrived and
we are met with new challenges.
During the first five months of my
term of office we have exalted
more than one hundred (100)
new Royal Arch Masons in Illinois.
Our challenge now is to keep up
our efforts and exalt no less than
one hundred fifty (150) new
Royal Arch Masons during the
next seven months. There are
York Rite Unity Days in DeKalb,
Hillsboro, Jacksonville, Mt.
Vernon, Bloomington, Shelbyville
and Decatur, so let"s suport them
with candidates and our
presence.

Another challenge we have
during the next seven months is
the new Grand Chapter charity.
This new charity is raising money
to support research and services
to children who are diagnosed
with autism. On another page in

this newsletter you will find more
information about what autism is
and the two programs to which
we will be giving donations to
help their efforts. Checks for our
new charity should be made out
to #Royal Arch Masons
Charitable Foundation, Inc.$ and
sent to our Grand Secretary
Edward Derry. On December
11th, I received checks in the
amount of$200 for the new
charity and $200 for the Grand
Chapter Veil Fund from Fox
River Chapter No. 14 and
James C. Lovig, Sr. Council No.
130. Again, I thank those
companions.

Another challenge we face
during the upcoming year is to
be supportive to our fellow
companions who, because of the
economy, have lost their job or
been temporarily laid off.

We also need to support our
armed forces, men and women
who are protecting our many
freedoms.

During the next several months, I
will be traveling around the
state visiting Royal Arch
chapters in an effort to support
their work and try to stimulate
more activity. Companions,
there are over 4,000 new
Master Masons who are not
Royal Arch Masons; and, if each
of us convinces one of those
men to sign a petition, just think
of the growth we could
experience.

It is also very important that we
support the councils and
commandries in our area,
especially during the
commandry inspection season.

Autism ! submitted by Dale Cyrier - EGCOH

Autism. When you hear the
word autism, what do you
think? Do you think that as
many as one in 150 children
are diagnosed with autism?
That once considered a rare
disorder, autism now occurs
in two to six individuals per
1000? That

today more than 1.5 million
Americans experience autism? That
autism is the fastest growing
developmental disability in the
world, increasing at a rate of 10 to
17 percent a year? Or that 12 to
17 million Americans have a family
member living with autism?

You might be surprised to learn that
a new case of autism is diagnosed
nearly every 20 minutes. Some
have even described autism as the
epidemic of our time.

While there is no known cause or
cure, nor one single effective treatment, autism is
treatable. People with autism, at any age, are
capable of making significant progress through
personalized interventions and therapy; and can
and do lead meaningful lives.

Many families are living with autism today.

Following a diagnosis of autism, families
experience new levels of stress and require
extensive support. There is an urgent need for
increased funding, services and supports for
individuals with autism.

Dick Yena, Most Excellent Grand High Priest, has
chosen help for autism as the recipient of the funds

raised this year through the Grand
Chapter charity. The funds will be
divided between the Easter Seals
and Advocate Illinois Masonic
Medical Center's autism program for
children. Both organizations have
wonderful programs for children with
autism and their families, and the
funds raised will greatly help out
these programs.

Any contribution, no matter how
small, will go a long way to help out
these programs. Thanks to Easter
Seals and Advocate Illinois Masonic
Medical Center for the information
provided here. More information on

their programs may be found by contacting both
organizations.

Advocate Illinois Masonic Medical Center
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Zechariah and the Royal Arch Legend! Jeff Day, EHP-Reames Chapter No. 28, Oregon

The book of Zechariah, one of the "Twelve Minor Prophets" in the
Hebrew Holy Scriptures appears to be of great importance to Royal
Arch Masons who seek to understand the symbolism which the
founders of our order had in mind.

The book commences in the second year of Darius, at the time of the
release from captivity. I will point out a few items of Masonic
interest.

The Hebrew word here is
from a root word meaning to cut or engrave, and it may be
translated as smiths, craftsmen, artisans, metal-workers, or even
masons. The next verse indicates that these four masons are come to
cast out those who have scattered the people of Judah.

Verses 8-10 are most curious, and provide
one of the most fascinating descriptions of a
#stone$in all of the Scriptures:

In Chapter 4, we can begin to compare or
contrast this mysterious stone with a new
piece of imagery#a candlestick all of gold, with a bowl upon the
top of it, and his seven lamps thereon, and seven pipes to the seven
lamps, which are upon the top thereof.$The item described here is
the menorah or golden lamp-stand of the Temple. It is also said that

there are two olive trees, one standing on each side, and when
Zechariah inquires as to what all of these things are, the angel
answers:#This is the word of the LORD unto Zerubbabel, saying, Not
by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the LORD of hosts.$

Verse 7 continues#Who art thou, O great mountain? before
Zerubbabel thou shalt become a plain; and he shall bring forth the
top stone with shoutings of Grace, grace, unto it.$(ASV and others
indicate top stone, cap stone, or chief stone; The KJV calls it the
headstone.)

These verses are actually recited in the Royal
Arch Degree upon the#first return.$Or at least
they used to be recited in the 1964 version of
our Oregon ritual! I fear that the present
edition has utterly obscured a great amount of
symbolism which may be of importance to the
craft by crudely condensing this section of the
work. A cursory investigation concludes that this
scripture had been recited in the degree in
several jurisdictions since at least as early as
1866.

Brethren, I am intrigued by these verses. There
are obvious connections to the legend of the
Holy Royal Arch Degree with Zerubbabel being
the one to begin and finish the Temple
(something we do not see portrayed in the
degree), but the seven eyes which run to and
fro remain a mystery to me. Being set amidst so
many other verses which hold Masonic
significance, I feel that a deeper study is in
order here. For now, I'll leave that deeper study
to you. Read those chapters I have mentioned,
and those which follow, and see if you can draw

any conclusions as to what our ancient brethren had in mind by
drawing so heavily from this story.

1:4 And the LORD shewed me four carpenters.

2:1 I lifted up mine eyes again, and looked,
and behold a man with a measuring line in his
hand.

Chapter 3, verses 3-5 describe Joshua, the
High Priest, being clothed in his mitre
(headpiece inscribed with Holiness to the
LORD) and his priestly garments.

3:8-10 Hear now, O Joshua the high priest,
thou, and thy fellows that sit before thee: for
they are men wondered at: for, behold, I will
bring forth my servant the BRANCH. For
behold the stone that I have laid before
Joshua; upon one stone shall be seven eyes:
behold, I will engrave the graving thereof,
saith the LORD of hosts, and I will remove the
iniquity of that land in one day. In that day,
saith the LORD of hosts, shall ye call every
man his neighbour under the vine and under
the fig tree.

3:9-10 The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this
house; his hands shall also finish it; and thou shalt know that the LORD
of hosts hath sent me unto you. For who hath despised the day of small
things? for they shall rejoice, and shall see the plummet in the hand of

Zerubbabel with those seven; they are the eyes of
the LORD, which run to and fro through the whole
earth.

!"#$% pronounced kharashim. It is taken

Zechariah the Prophet by Michelangelo

Left: Capitular
Standard Club of
Central Illinois at its
monthly meeting

Right: Perry Foltz,
Board of Grand
Examiners, and Ron
Blue, REGK,
congratulate Woody
Logsdon on earning
the 1st Level
Certification
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Around the State! Ron Blue

The following was sent to chapters in the 1st South District, but it strikes
such a good chord that we thought it would be good to share with all
companions.

As we begin 2009, we need to think about more strategies to improve
our chapters, i.e., long term behavior:

A younger generation of Mason is more adept at technology and
may not accept the same manner of working within Masonry as
was done in and before our Baby Boomer generation.

The younger generation have grown up on technology and the
Internet. They will probably become the most influential
generation, and will have a direct impact on#Masonic Growth.$
This is the reason that we need to become more attuned to how
they think, and how we can appeal to them during the 21st
Century.

This generation will go to the internet and look for information
about anything Masonic! joining or visiting. Although you may not
have your own website, it"s an essential element in today"s world.
You could combine your activities with your lodge or other York
Rite bodies that meet in the same Masonic temple as you do. List
all activities, post a unified calendar, put in a photograph of all
officers (lodge, chapter, council, commandery, eastern star) etc.

Our younger generation has already shaken up traditional

institutions and will shape a new world order. Those chapters who
can adapt and appeal to the younger generation will have the
best possibilities of growth, and those who don"t adapt will
eventually disappear from the rolls as their older members die.
Thus, the future of your chapter, as well as Masonry in general, is
in your own hands since you interact on a local basis.

We know that old institutions and methods die hard, but they do
die. The successful chapters adapt and overcome obstacles. It"s
actually a balance between the great Masonic philosophy,
traditions, teachings, and making them appeal to today"s
generation. It"s all about the relationship because the younger
generation look at things and process information in a
different manner than in the pre or current Baby Boomer
generation. Thus, we need to listen to the younger generation and
learn from them if we are to grow our Masonic institutions; i.e., we
need to provide initiatives that our members don't expect.

It's not the same satisfaction of joining Masonic Bodies that our
grandfathers or fathers had. It"s imperative that we exceed
member expectations in 2009 that will create a positive imprint
on the minds of our members or perspective members. If we make
and continue making positive relationships, we can create a
positive word of mouth endorsement of our chapters and have
chapter growth. Remember, small efforts can be valuable within
the context of a broader strategy.

Ä

Ä

Ä

Ä

Ä
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Improving Your Chapter! John Loayza, DDGHP

The York Rite bodies of Bloomington held their annual Christmas dinner
and party on December 17. The meal was provided by Felicity
Chapter OES and was enjoyed by all. The highlight of the evening was
a visit by Santa Claus to present presents early to those in attendance.
Below is a picture of Santa reading a story to the children and then
handing out the gifts. This annual outing is becoming one of the
highlights of the York Rite year, and more families are attending every
year. The annual toasts were given by the Eminent Commander of
DeMolay Commandery No. 24, and later in the evening, the chapter

opened to participate in the Keystone Quest. A good time was had
by all members trying to figure out the answers.

Left ! Santa reading to children before giving the gifts.

Above ! Members of Bloomington Chapter No. 26 preparing for
dinner.
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Good Reading
Upcoming Events

Jan 17, 2009

Jan 24, 2009

Chapter Day (all four chapter
degrees)! Hillsboro Masonic
Temple

Unity Festival! Jacksonville Masonic
Temple

Feb 21, 2009 Unity Festival! Bloomington
Masonic Temple

Apr 18, 2009

Apr 25, 2009

Leadership Seminar! Mt. Vernon
Masonic Temple

Combined Reception! MEGHP
Richard Yena and MIGM Fred
Martin! Medinah Shrine Temple

May 2, 2009 Chapter Day (all four chapter
degrees)! Shelbyville Masonic
Temple

Most Excellent Grand High Priest
Visitation Schedule

Jan 17
Jan 24

Feb 3
Feb 5
Feb 21
Feb 26

Mar 2
Mar 13-14

Mar 16
Mar 19
Mar 23
Mar 26

Apr 9
Apr 15
Apr 27
Apr 28

May 7
May 14

June 17

Hillsboro Chapter Day
Jacksonville Unity Day

Freeport Chapter No. 23
Kewanee Chapter No. 47
Bloomington Unity Day
DeKalb Chapter No. 52

Evanston Chapter No. 144
General Grand Chapter East
Central Conference
Stockton Chapter No. 248
Jo Daviess Chapter No. 51
Rock Island Chapter No. 18
Sterling Chapter No. 57

Hillsboro Chapter No.197
Champaign Chapter No. 50
Godeke Chapter No. 38
Equality Chapter No. 6

Granite City Chapter No. 221
Quincy Chapter No. 5

Bloomington Chapter No. 26

The editor was alerted to the following great articles that have some significance to
Royal Arch Masonry, by Don Sale, MEPGHP. Both articles can be found on the
National Geographic website. The first article relates to King Herod"s tomb. Long
reviled as a villain, Herod was one of the most imaginative and energetic builders of
the ancient world, guiding his kingdom
to new prosperity and power. This
article can be found at
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/
history/ancient/herods-tomb.html and
was written by by Scot Hoffman.
The second article,#Ark of the
Covenant: Many Legends, No
Evidence$, found at
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/
history/ancient/ark-covenant.html, was
written by Richard A. Lovett and Scot
Hoffman.

Individuals and groups have for
centuries sought to find artifacts that
are connected to our religious
beginnings. Among the most sought-
after of these religious antiquities is
the famed Ark of the Covenant. This
short article gives some of the facts
about the Ark and its origins and
elaborates on some of the story
related in the ending lecture in the
Holy Royal Arch Degree.

Both of these articles are part of a great
series of articles on the#Mysteries of the
Ancient World$. After visiting the site and
navigating around different parts of the
stories, I found it to be very fascinating.
Take the time to enjoy some of the stories
that make up the heritage of the Holy
Royal Arch Degree.

The tomb of Herod the Great, fabled King of
Judaea, was discovered by a Hebrew University
archaeological team on April 27, 2007.
Revered and reviled during his 33-year rule,
Herod was laid to rest in 4 B.C. in his Herodium
complex near Jerusalem. Around A.D. 64, Jewish
rebels resisting Roman rule hid out in Herodium.
While there, they smashed most of Herod's
mausoleum in revenge for his conciliations to
Judaea's hated Roman overlords.
Photograph by David Silverman/Getty Images
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LIGHT! submitted by Chuck Horwitz - REGS

The fall and winter seasons are quite unique in that as we progress
into these months the days grow shorter and the light of the sun shrinks
in intensity each day.

We compensate for this by turning on more lights in our homes and
places of business. During this season we also illuminate our outside
habitat with lights signifying the holiday season, whether it is
Christmas, Chanukah or Kwanzaa. We see trees, buildings, street
lamps and homes blazing with the warmth of light.

It is an interesting fact that man and most nature cannot exist without
light. Our moods are influenced by the lack of proper lighting,
vegetation would die without light, and the dinosaurs probably
perished due to a meteor striking earth and forming a dust cloud, thus
hid the sun for many years, killing off the vegetation needed for their
existence.

Man too needs light for his existence, for he too will perish without it.
Light may come in many forms, and we as Masons have been taught
the meaning of light in Masonry and in our lives.

For Masons, light has an even deeper spiritual meaning. When the
candidate is first brought into the Lodge, he is asked#what do you
most desire$and, as we all know, the answer is,#light$. Towards the
end of his obligation a passage from Genesis is recited#%and the
Lord said let there be light, and there was light%$

What is this#light$to which we refer? Is it the light of day, is it the
lights we turn on to brighten our homes and places of employment? Or

is it something much more meaningful, much more intense that glows
within all of us? The next question is how do we turn on this mystic and
ethereal light?

There is a simple answer to this inquiry. It is the three#C$s$of life.
They are care, concern and community.

is one of the three switches needed to set in motion the inner
light of man that becomes visible when we extend ourselves to create
an atmosphere of love and giving. This love and giving can come in
many forms: assisting a brother by driving him to lodge, volunteering
at a local hospital, visiting a sickly brother, inter alia.

is another connection helping to reveal our inner light.
Concern about the well being of a neighbor or a brother, seeing the
environment in our neighborhood is up to standard, working with local
government for the general good of the community.

is the third key in that light that will continue to shine
brightly on our good deeds. This can be accomplished by contributing
to the best of your ability to those causes that assist the needy, help
research, feed the hungry and cloth the poor.

The more switches we turn on, the brighter the light of human kindness
will emanate from our inner self. Let us not hide this light, but let it be
a beacon for all to see and emulate. The Grand Architect of the
Universe has given us this ability to light the way for others. Use this
gift not only during this season, but let it become a guiding light of
your life.

Care

Concern

Community
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Keystone Quest Results! Paul Scheeler

Many Chapters posted excellent scores and times in the first round of the
2009 Keystone Quest.  A total of twenty-nine Chapters from sixteen
districts returned materials postmarked by the Dec. 31, 2008 deadline,
with the top twenty-seven Chapters advancing to the second round as
follows:

La Fayette Chapter No. 2
Peoria Chapter No. 7
Euclid Chapter No. 13
Fox River Chapter No. 14
Rock Island Chapter No.18
Lusk Chapter No. 20
Aurora Chapter No. 22
Pekin Chapter No. 25
Bloomington Chapter No. 26
Shabonna Chapter No. 37
Henry Godeke Chapter No. 38
Kewanee Chapter No. 47
Champaign Chapter No. 50
DeKalb Chapter No. 52
Goodbrake Chapter No. 59
Loyal L. Munn Chapter No. 96
Eureka Chapter No. 98
Evanston Chapter No. 144
Oracle Chapter No. 180
Unity Chapter No. 182
Logan Chapter No. 196
Hillsboro Chapter No. 197
Palatine Chapter No. 206
West Suburban Chapter No. 207
Wheaton Chapter No. 242
Wilmette Chapter No. 253
Three Pillars Chapter No. 280

The average score was 90, and the average time was 7:50. The fastest
time was 3:08 posted by current state champion, Henry Godeke Chapter
No. 38.

Capitular Champion certificates were mailed with second round packets to
the secretary's mailing address on file with the Grand Secretary.
Completed materials must be postmarked no later than April 30, 2009 to
be eligible for advancement to the third round at the Grand Chapter
Convocation in Peoria as one of three Omnific Champions.

Questions are taken from the
by Albert G. Mackey, M.D., 33°, MEPGHP, on hand in many

temples, libraries and online at http://www.phoenixmasonry.org/
mackeys_encyclopedia/index.htm.

The second round will feature entries under the letter#E.$Note that any
companions present including visitors may participate at the discretion of
the High Priest, and a quorum is not required.  Chapters participating in
the first round of the Keystone Quest qualify for one criterion in the Arch
of Excellence program.  Complete results and rules may be viewed on the
Keystone Quest page of the Grand Chapter website: http://ram-il.org.
For more information, contact Paul Scheeler, Keystone Quest Chairman,
630-408-1158; keystonequest@msn.com.
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Encyclopedia of Freemasonry and Its Kindred
Sciences



Non-Profit Org.
Grand Royal Arch Chapter

Washington , Il
Permit No. 66

PAID
Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the State of Illinois

Ed Derry, Grand Secretary
PO Box 227
Washington, IL 61571-0227

office phone: 309-444-7547
office fax: 309-444-4361

Support the Charities of the Grand Royal Arch Chapter

We are on the web

www.ram-il.org

Return Service Requested

General Grand Chapter - Part 3! Ron Blue

This is a continuation of an interview conducted with Emory
#Smokey$Ferguson, General Grand High Priest, which has been
running concerning the
advantages and benefits of belonging to the General Grand
Chapter.

General Grand Chapter offers an international connection to
Royal Arch Masons around the world. This transcends national
and international borders and ideologies to form a true bond
of companionship. The General Grand Chapter is one of the
largest international Masonic organizations and is growing
yearly.

General Grand provides educational materials to its
members. Rituals are available in a number of languages,
including English, Spanish and French with others being
developed. In addition, video and PowerPoint presentations
are available to introduce York Rite Masonry and other
organizations to potential candidates.

The George Washington Memorial"s Royal Arch display is one
of the projects of the General Grand Chapter. The Royal Arch
Exhibit features Egyptian and Hebraic painting by famous
muralist, Allyn Cox. It contains the most beautiful reproduction
of the Ark of the Covenant ever created for Masonic
purposes, as seen in the picture to the right through a
limestone archway. Also to be seen in this room is a large
mural of the artist"s conception of the ruins of Kings Solomon"s

Temple as shown below.

The General Grand Chapter provides support to Masonic
youth groups, especially the DeMolay. This organization for
young men from the ages of 11 to 21 is the largest Masonic
youth group and continues to receive donations from General
Grand every year.

All of these benefits offered by the General Grand Chapter are
provided for a dollar a year per member. Life memberships are
also offered for $25.

The Grand Chapter of Illinois will present a proposal for rejoining
the General Grand at the next Grand Convocation. Please take
the time to consider what it means to belong to this organization
and vote your conscience. Membership in any organization is a
privilege, and our membership could gain many advantages from
belonging to the General Grand Chapter, Royal Arch Masons
International.

in the last two issues ofHira ordsm W
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