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Grand Royal Arch Chapter
of the State of Illinois

Tyre

Early history

According to the
historian
Herodotus, Tyre
was founded
around 2750
BCE.

The commerce of the ancient world
was gathered into the warehouses of
Tyre. Tyrian merchants were the first
who ventured to navigate the
Mediterranean waters; and they
founded their colonies on the coasts
and neighboring islands of the Aegean
Sea, in Greece; on the northern coast
of Africa, at Carthage and other
places; in Sicily and Corsica; in Spain
at Tartessus; and even beyond the
pillars of Hercules, at Gadeira. In the
time of King David (c. 1000 BCE), a
friendly alliance was entered into
between the kingdoms of Israel and
Tyre, the latter of which was ruled by
Hiram I. The city of Tyre was
particularly known for the production
of a rare and expensive sort of purple
dye, produced from the murex
shellfish, known as Tyrian purple. This
color was, in many cultures of ancient
times, reserved for the use of royalty,
or at least nobility.

Tyre was often attacked by Egypt,
besieged by Shalmaneser V, who was
assisted by the Phoenicians of the
mainland, for five years, and by
Nebuchadnezzar (586!573 BCE) for
thirteen years, without success,
although a compromise peace was
made in which Tyre paid tribute to the
Babylonians. It later fell under the
power of the Persians.

In 332 BCE, the city was conquered by
Alexander the Great, after a siege of
seven months in which he built the
causeway from the mainland to the
island, but it continued to maintain
much of its commercial importance until
the Christian era. The presence of the
causeway affected water currents
nearby, causing sediment to build up,
making the connection permanent.

In 315 BCE, Alexander"s former
general Antigonus begins his own siege
of Tyre, taking the city a year later. In
126 BCE, Tyre regained its

and was allowed to
keep much of its when the
area became a

independence
autonomy
Roman province in 64

BCE.

The theme for the 36th Annual combined York
Rite sessions is $Fabulous Fifties#. This theme
brings back memories to many of us who lived
through that great time. Remember the &57
Chevy, the great songs, sock hops, and most of
all, a time when fraternities such as our were at
their peak. But most of all it demonstrates that
while we may be a smaller fraternity today, we
are still as relevant as we were then.

There is much planned for this session, so now is
the time to sign up for the events and reserve
your room at the Pere Marquette in Peoria. The
dates for the combined sessions are July 29 -
August 1. Reservation forms can be found on
pages 6 and 7 of this newsletter.

This annual conclave includes more than just the
three annual meetings of the Grand Chapter,
Grand Council and Grand Commandery. The
associations representing the Past High Priests,
Past Thrice Illustrious Masters and Past
Commanders will confer their degrees;
breakfasts for the Red Cross of Constantine and
Allied Masonic Degrees will be held; and
conferrals of the Ish-Shodi and Knight of the
York Cross of Honour (KYCH) will be completed.
In addition, ladies" programs are planned and
the grand banquet will be a fun event for all.
The sessions will begin with the annual golf
tournament on Wednesday.

You Are Invited to Attend the 36 Annual Combined
York Rite Sessions

th

April 2009 Volume 2, Issue 5

The triumphal arch at Tyre

Richard Yena, Most Excellent Grand
High Priest and his lady Phyllis

invite you to attend the 36th Annual
Combined Sessions of the York Rite

Bodies on July 29-August 1 in
Peoria, Illinois

This issue contains materials for registration
at the 36th Annual Combined York Rite
Sessions. If you plan on attending, now is the
time to begin planning. The theme of the
Fabulous Fifties will remind us that we have
all seen many changes over the years and
we can all say those were the good old
days. But, I think now are the good days. We
have a real opportunity to educate profanes
about the real lessons taught by our
fraternity. This generation of men is looking
for the structure and teachings of Masonry.
The capitular degrees go far in letting all of
us learn the history why things occur in our

ritual. The lessons of each degree are based on
actual events and these lessons are an integral
part of explaining the true meanings of the first
three degrees.

While there are many events happening at the
Annual Convocation, the best part of the
weekend is the fellowship of meeting new
friends and renewing old friendships. Take part
in this great example of men coming together
to share experiences and set our craft on the
right path.

Most of all, come and have fun.

These are the Good Old Days! Ron Blue



Page 2 Hira ordsm W

Spring is coming and, hopefully,
there will also be more
exaltations coming from our
chapters. The last scheduled
York Rite Unity Day (except for
April 25) has been completed
but there is no reason why we
cannot have more. You just have
to ask.

I want to thank Ron Blue and
David Miley for all of their hard
work on and our
website.  I have heard comments
from around the state and other
states regarding the quality of
both of these items.

The Royal Arch Masons
Charitable Foundation, Inc. is
now a reality and we have
received several donations to
the fund.

On Saturday, February 21, I
was in Bloomington for their
York Rite Unity Day and the
Excellent High Priest told the
companion that he had three
children with autism.  As I have
stated on many occasions, when
I talk about our charity, you
may know someone who has a
child with autism.  This charity
will help children all over the
state who suffer from autism.  It
would be great if each chapter
would take up a collection at
one of its stated meetings for
the charity.  Donations big or
small add up to money for
research and programming for
those who are afflicted with
autism.

At the Bloomington Unity Day, I

was approached about
reinstituting a chapter at Pontiac.
It is great to see renewed
interest in an area where we
had lost our momentum. We will
work with those companions to
make sure their wishes are met.

Remember to mark you calendar
for April 25th, Joint Reception
for MEGHP Yena and MIGM
Martin at the Medinah Shrine
Center in Addison.  Earlier this
day, there will be a York Rite
Unity Day in which the Grand
Officers of the York Rite Bodies
of Illinois will exemplify the
work.

Have a Happy Easter and
remember the real meaning of
Easter.
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Ask What You Can Do! Robert H. Wright, EGPS

Given the average age of the
members of our Masonic
fraternity, there are a lot of
us who may recall the
statement that John F.
Kennedy made during his only
inaugural address on January
20, 1961.  He encouraged all
Americans to be active citizens
when he said, $Ask not what
your country can do for you;
ask what you can do for your
country.#

Even though his allocution was
the fourth shortest inaugural
address, it is considered by
some to be among the best
presidential inauguration
speeches in American history.
There was an important
message in it that we can
apply to our entire Masonic
fraternity.  If we replaced the
word $country# with
$chapter#, $council#,
$commandery#, $Blue Lodge#,
$valley#, $shrine#, or
whichever Masonic body you
choose, we arrive at a
statement that would read, for

example, $Ask not what your
chapter can do for you; ask
what you can do for your
chapter.#

There are numerous examples
of brethren when they see a
need developing, have
volunteered to fill that need.
One example would be when
the number of brethren who
can install lodges or who can
give the funeral ritual is
beginning to dwindle. Maybe
the brethren who have been
doing those tasks are simply
getting tired due to the work
load they have been
shouldering.  How refreshing it
is to see our younger brethren
step up to the task.

Some of you are probably
saying that you are not good
at learning and giving ritual.
But there are plenty of other
areas in which you could
volunteer and it would help
your chapter.  Most chapters
could use some attention to
their costumes.  Maybe it

would be as simple as sewing
on a few buttons or replacing
some hooks.  Maybe it would
be volunteering to take some
of the costumes to the
cleaners.  Maybe your talents
are in the ability to prepare
food for the companions.
Maybe it would be
volunteering to set up and put
away the props of the
chapter when degree work is
scheduled.  Maybe the
Secretary could use some
help, particularly when it
comes to billing, collecting
dues and mailing dues cards.
I"m sure there are a number
of other activities that would
help your chapter become
stronger.

I"m hoping you will take the
next step and ask what you
can do for your chapter.

Richard Yena
Most Excellent Grand High Priest

2008-2009

Officers  2008-09

Richard Yena

Joseph Santisteban

Ronald Blue

Charles Horwitz

Bruce Rhinehart MEPGHP

Edward Derry, MEPGHP

Dale Cyrier

Robert Wright

Alan Hubble

Most Excellent Grand High Priest

Right Excellent Deputy
Grand High Priest

Right Excellent Grand King

Right Excellent Grand Scribe

Right Excellent Grand Treasurer

Right Excellent Grand Secretary

Excellent Grand Captain of the Host

Excellent Grand Principal Sojourner

Excellent Grand Royal Arch Captain

Spring Brings New Hope for Chapters! Richard E. Yena
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News From Around the State
DeKalb and Fox River Chapters- Jim Tome

DeKalb and Fox River Chapters recently held a special degree
night with 24 brothers and companions in attendance, including five
candidates ! two from DeKalb and three from Fox River. We held
the Mark Master and Past Master Degrees; and, with the exception
of the Right Worshipful Master (graciously played by Ron Fullerlove
who brought an ever-helpful Arlo Sloan with him), all chairs were
filled with companions from our two chapters ! many of them taking
parts for the very first time. It was a wonderful evening and we
even instituted a new mentoring program at DeKalb Chapter that
matches up each new companion with a $seasoned# counterpart
who will answer questions, help him learn and rehearse parts in
degrees, make sure he comes to meetings, etc.

The story of our recent York Rite Unity Day made its way into the
local DeKalb newspaper, the . Here"s the online link:
http://www.daily-chronicle.com/articles/2009/01/27/76730770

The newspaper published the picture that was given to me of
everyone in the Holy Royal Arch Degree who had a part.

Following is the article from the Daily Chronicle ( ):

Daily Chronicle

used by permission

Freemasons in the York Rite of DeKalb and Sycamore hosted a

York Rite Unity Day Jan. 10. Nearly 70 members attended this
day, despite the blizzard-like and frigid temperatures, including
17 candidates who received special degrees and honors in this
little-known subgroup of the Freemasons.

Attending were members from as far away as Clinton, who drove
many hours beginning in the dark of the morning to take part in
the event.

Notable state officers who came to the DeKalb Masonic Temple
included Richard E. Yena, the Most Excellent Grand High Priest of
the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of the State of Illinois
and Right Eminent Commander Jesse Lee Johns of Grand
Commandery of Knights Templar of the State of Illinois.

The York Rite is an Appendant Body of the Freemasons and has its
roots in the Christian religion, though by itself is not a religious
organization of any kind.

There are three bodies within the Rite, consisting of the Chapter of
Royal Arch Masons, the Council of Cryptic Masons and the
Commandery of Knights Templar. Degrees or Orders of all three
bodies were conferred at the event.

For more information about the Rite York, to learn about the
Freemasons or to find out how to become a member, contact Jim
Tome at 815-508-3878.

Area Freemasons host day of ceremony Jan. 10

Cast of the Holy Royal Arch Degree at DeKalb Chapter on
January 10.

Newly exalted members at DeKalb Chapter on January 10.
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Hillsboro Chapter Day ! A Scrapbook

Hillsboro Chapter No. 197! Don Sale, MEPGHP

Hillsboro held a Chapter Day for four candidates on January 17. In
attendance were MEGHP Richard Yena and several of his corps of
officers including: REGK Ron Blue, REGS Chuck Horwitz, EGPS Robert
Wright, MEPGHP Don Sale, and several DDGHPs. The candidates
commented on the quality of the work and were pleased with the
degrees they received. The pictures were provided by MEGHP Yena.

Top left ! some of the sideliners
Middle left ! Royal Arch Degree setup
Lower left ! Ron Blue, REGK, as High Priest
Top Right ! Mark Master Degree
Middle Right ! Jim Grimm, IGCC, confers the Mark

Master Degree
Lower Right ! New Royal Arch Masons



Hira ordsm W Page 5

Harry Brahmstadt (right) receives his 50 year pin from
MEGHP Yena at Logan Chapter No. 196

Support the 2009 York Rite Session with a Buck-A-Line

Mail form with check or Money order payable to
Grand York Rite Bodies of IL.

All Buck-A-Lines are due No later than June 26th 2009
EVENT_____________________________________

Print Your Name, Masonic Body Name, No. & Your Phone
No.
1.__________________________________________
2._________________________________________
3._________________________________________
4._________________________________________
5._________________________________________
6._________________________________________
7._________________________________________
8._________________________________________
9__________________________________________
10._________________________________________
11._________________________________________
12._________________________________________
13._________________________________________
14._________________________________________
15._________________________________________
16._________________________________________
17._________________________________________
18._________________________________________
19._________________________________________
20.________________________________________

PLEASE PRINT YOUR NAME (Legible)

L. Ray Gordon 1328 N. 11th Pekin, IL 61554-2258
Ph: 309.353.4241 | Email: gordon@grics.net

DO NOT SEND CASH...

Come be A part of the Fabulous 50s
at the 36th York Rite Grand Session. Wednesday

July 29th 2009 through Saturday August 1st 2009

The Hotel Pere Marquette - 501 Main Street Peoria, IL 61602 (309) 637-6500

Take part in and help support your York Rite
grand session by placing an ad in the souvenir
book for 2008
Page Size B&W   Color

The printing process requires a book printed in
5½ 8½ format to have a margin of a half-
inch (to accommodate trimming) on the three
outside edges and a slightly larger
margin on the binding side or gutter to
accommodate the binding and thickness of the
page.

All copy submitted needs to be LEGIBLY
PRINTED. Artwork submitted needs to be
electronic, original art or camera-ready art.
Remember the imperfections of low resolution
copies will be magnified in the copying and
printing process. We are set up for electronic
submissions.

Call Ray Gordon at 309.353.4241 for specific
information. Remember that anything that
alters the quality of the artwork (like folding
to get in an envelope ) affects the final
product. Ads are best when they take the

1/8 Page 15/16 #× 4 1/2 # $15.00 $30.00
1/4 Page 1 7/8 # 4 1/2 # $25.00 $40.00
½ Page 3 11/16# 4 1/2 # $45.00 $75.00
Full Page 7 3/8# 4 1/2 # $75.00 $150.00
Inside Covers 7 3/8# 4 1/2 # $150.00 $300.00
Back Cover 8 ½# 5 1/2 # $375.00
Well Wisher Buck-A-Line $1.00

×
×

×
×

×

×

Photographs can be inserted in any
ad. They MUST be clear, sharp,
professional quality, or they will not
reproduce well in the printing
process. Digital Photographs should
be submitted on a CD or
electronically and not printed by an
ink jet printer, as they do not
reproduce well in the printing
process. All photographs will be
returned if accompanied by a self-
addressed stamped envelope.
Payment must accompany all ads.

The deadline date of the ads is set
early because we must have time to
have the book published.
Make all check or money orders
payable to:

Send all checks, ad copy, artwork,
photographs, Buck-a-Line forms and
mail to:

L. Ray Gordon
1328 N 11th Street
Pekin IL 61554-2258
Home 309.353.4241
Cell 309.643.3266
Or e-mail: gordon@grics.net

A STRICT DEADLINE ! NO
EXCEPTIONS

ALL ADS MUST BE SUBMITTED BY:
June 26, 2009

GRAND YORK RITE BODIES OF
ILLINOIS

DO NOT SEND CASH!
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Illinois Grand York Rite Sessions ! Meal Reservation Form
Hotel Pere Marquette, Peoria, Illinois

July 29 ! August 2, 2009

Name_____________________________________ Title___________________________________

Address__________________________________________________________________________

City, State, ZIP____________________________________________________________________

Lady"s Name_______________________________ Phone (_______)________________________

Thursday - July 30, 2009 Qty   Price per person   Total
Allied Masonic Degrees Plated Breakfast*

(*AMD Members only) - 6:45AM..........%% ..%(Breakfast Buffet) _____@$16.00%% $________
Council Ladies Brunch - 11:00AM%...(Chicken/Ham/Pineapple Wrap) _____@$20.00%% $________
Grand Master"s Lunch (Open to all) - 2:00PM...(Ham & Turkey Sand.) _____@$18.00%% $________
TIM/Recorder/DI Lunch - Contact Dick Carroll for Reservations
Distinguished Guest Dinner*

Chapter (*By Invitation) - 5:45PM.%.%(Apple Almond Chicken) _____@$30.00%% $________
or  (Roast Loin of Pork Forestier) _____@$28.00%% $________

Council (*By Invitation) - 6:00PM%% ...(Apple Almond Chicken) _____@$30.00%% $________
or (Roast Loin of Pork Forestier) _____@$28.00%% $________

Commandery (*By Invitation) - 6:15PM.(Apple Almond Chicken) _____@$30.00%% $________
or (Roast Loin of Pork Forestier) _____@$28.00%% $________

YR College Dinner (Open to all) - 6:30PM...%(Apple Almond Chicken) _____@$30.00%% $________
or (Roast Loin of Pork Forestier) _____@$28.00%% $________

Friday! August 1, 2008
Red Cross of Constantine Plated Breakfast*

(*Red Cross Members only) - 6:45AM%% ....%(Breakfast Buffet) _____@$16.00%% $________
Chapter Ladies Brunch - 11:00AM%% ..%...%% .%(Hoagie Sandwich) _____@$20.00%% $________
Grand High Priest"s Lunch (Open to all) - 12:00PM.(Hoagie Sandwich) _____@$18.00%....$________
HP/Secretary/DDGHP Lunch - 12:00PM%% ......%..(Hoagie Sandwich) _____@$18.00%....$________
Fabulous 50s Dinner - 7:00PM - (50s Dress Recommended)%%%% .. _____@$33.00%....$________

Saturday! August 2, 2008
Holy Royal Arch Knight Templar Priest Plated Breakfast*

(*HRAKTP Members only) - 6:45AM%%% .%.(Breakfast Buffet) _____@$16.00%....$________
Commandery Ladies Brunch - 11:00AM%%%% ...%%%% (Lasagna) _____@$20.00%% $________
Grand Commander"s Lunch (Open to all) -12:00PM..(Beef & Cheddar) _____@$18.00%% $________
Commander/Recorder/Aide Lunch -12:00PM%.%% (Beef & Cheddar) _____@$18.00%% $________
KYCH Dinner (Open to all) - 7:00PM%...%% .%(Chicken Wellington) _____@$28.00.........$________

Total.....$________
Check No% _______

Please Note: Tickets are non-refundable after July 25, 2009. Tickets are $3.00 more at the grand sessions.  If you
have a dietary concern, please put your request in writing and include it with this order form.  Please return this order
form with your check (no credit cards) made payable to$Grand York Rite Bodies#to be received no later than July
17, 2009.   Mail to: Lance J. Welter, PO Box 79, Golf IL  60029-0079.   Phone: 847-998-0113
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2009 Grand York Rite Sessions
Hotel Pere Marquette

Peoria, Illinois
Schedule of Events

Room Reservation Form
2009 Illinois Grand York Rite Sessions

July 29 - August 2, 2009

Name

Address

City State Zip

Arrival Date Departure Date

Please Select Smoking or Non-smoking

Please Select King or 2 Doubles

Credit Card # Expiration

Phone # Fax #

E-mail

Special Requests

Single room rate is $89 per night (plus tax). Reservation Deadline is June
30, 2009. Send this form directly to hotel by fax or mail, or hpone hotel
to make reservations. Specify$Grand York Rite Bodies#when making
reservations by phone. A credit card is required to guarantee the room.
A limited number of Hospitality Rooms are also available for $135 per
night (includes tax). Please contact Daryl Selock, General Chairman at
708-289-0102 for details.

Hotel Pere Marquette - 501 Main Street, Peoria, IL 61602
Phone (800) 447-1676   Fax (309) 671-9466

Wednesday, July 29, 2009

Thursday, July 30, 2009

Friday, July 31, 2009

6:30 AM Assemble for York Rite golf outing
7:00 AM York Rite golf outing

1 PM-5 PM meal ticket pick up
1:30 PM Chapter Jurisprudence Committee
2:00 PM Council School of Instruction

Council Finance Committee
2:30 PM Council Jurisprudence Committee

Chapter Finance Committee
3:00 PM Commandery Finance Committee
3:30 PM Council Nurses Foundation
4:00 PM Commandery Jurisprudence Committee
6:15 PM Chapter family dinner (by invitation only)

6:45 AM AMD breakfast (members only)
Past Grand Master"s breakfast

7:00 AM Council Credentials Committee
coffee & doughnuts (by Grand Council)

8 AM - 12 AM meal ticket pickup
8:00 AM Dignitary line-up
8:30 AM Grand Council Annual Assembly
11:00 AM Council ladies brunch
12:00 PM Grand Master"s lunch (open to all)

TIM/Recorder/DI lunch
1:30 PM Past TIM Degree
3:00 PM Grand Council installation
4:30 PM Ish-Sodi Degree

Grand Commandery pictures
5:45 PM Grand Chapter distinguished guest dinner
6:00 PM Grand Council distinguished guest dinner
6:15 PM Grand Commandery distinguished guest

dinner
6:30 PM York Rite College dinner
8:30 PM grand opening
9:30 PM hospitality room tour

Time Activity

Time Activity

6:45 AM Red Cross breakfast (members only)
7:00 AM Council Credentials Committee

8 AM - 12 AM meal ticket pickup
8:00 AM Dignitary line-up
8:30 AM Grand Chapter Annual Convocation
11:00 AM Chapter ladies brunch
12:00 PM Grand High Priest"s lunch (open to all)

High Priest/Secretary/DDGHP lunch
1:30 PM Order of High Priesthood Degree
3:00 PM Grand Chapter installation
4:30 PM Mortar & Pestle Degree (AMD)
6:00 PM Religious service
7:00 PM Fabulous 50s dinner
9:00 PM hospitality room tour

Time Activity

Saturday, August 1, 2009

6:45 AM HRAKTP breakfast (members only)
7:00 AM Grand Commandery Credentials Committee

8 AM - 12 AM meal ticket pickup
8:00 AM Dignitary line-up
8:30 AM Grand Commandery Annual Conclave
11:00 AM Grand Commandery ladies brunch

Knight Templar Home Annual Meeting
12:00 PM Grand Commandery men"s lunch (open to all)
1:00 PM Illinois Masonic Youth Foundation (Board

Members only)
1:30 PM Past Commander"s Association
3:00 PM Grand Commandery installation
5:30 PM KYCH meeting
7:00 PM KYCH dinner
9:00 PM hospitality room tour

Time Activity
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Thank You

Bruce Rhinehart, MEPGHP, and his lady
Janet would like to thank everyone for the
words of kindness and the cards and
memorials given on behalf of his mother.
Her passing over the holidays made this an
especially sad occasion, but your help and
prayers have given the Rhineharts the
strength to make it through this difficult time.

Please support our
advertisers!

These companies allow us to provide this
newsletter in color to our members. You can
contact our advertisors either by phone or
go to www.ram-il.org and click on the links
to their websites.

Joint Reception

Richard E. Yena                                 Fred J. Martin

Saturday, April 25, 2009

Medinah Shrine Center

of

Most Excellent Grand High Priest                    Most Illustrious Grand Master
Grand Chapter, RAM                                   Grand Council, CM

to be held on

at the

550 North Shriners Drive
Addison, Illinois

6:15 pm - Social                                    7:15 pm - Banquet
Guest Room Accomodations Available next door at the

Hilton Garden Inn
551 N Swift Rd
Addison, Illinois

Please Call 630-691-0500 for Reservation by April 10, 2009
Specify !York Rite Unity Day" for $89 rate (plus tax)

Advance Reservations Required by April 17, 2009
Checks should be made payable to !York Rite Unity Day"

Please complete the reservation form and mail along with payment to:
Lee Bradley, 1375 E. Woodfield Rd., Suite 200, Schaumburg, IL 60173-5449
Member Name ____________________________Lady#s Name _____________
Chapter No. _______________________Council No. ____________________
Please reserve _____ Dinners @ $40.00 each.............................. ________

Total Enclosed........................... ________
I wish to be seated with: _________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

York Rite Unity Day

Richard E. Yena                             Fred J. Martin
under the Auspices of

Most Excellent Grand High Priest                    Most Illustrious Grand Master

Saturday, April 25, 2009

Medinah Shrine Center

Schedule of Events

Candidate Registration Fee (includes lunch): $10.00 each
Member Lunch: $5.00 each

Reception & Dinner: $40.00 each

Candidate Registration Required by April 22, 2009
Candidates must be accompanied by a York Rite Sponsor

to be held on

at the

550 North Shriners Drive
Addison, Illinois

York Rite Registration: Joe Santisteban (847) 265-9448
Grotto Registration: Rick Taman (847) 299-9686

Medinah Registration: Scott Sonnenberg (630) 889-1400

7:30 am - 8:30 am Registration ($10 Fee for Candidates)
8:30 am - 9:15 am Most Excellent Master Degree

9:25 am - 11:00 am Royal Arch Degree
11:10 am - 12:00 pm Royal Master Degree

12:00 pm - 12:45 pm Lunch ($5 for Members)
12:45 pm - 1:30 pm Select Master Degree

1:45 pm - 2:15 pm Red Cross and Malta Obligation
1:45 pm - 2:15 pm El Jalla Grotto Obligation (Grotto Members and Candidates only)

2:20 pm - 4:30 pm Order of the Temple
2:20 pm - 4:30 pm KYCH Meeting and Degree (By Invitation only)

4:30 pm - 5:15 pm Medinah Shrine Obligation (Shrine Members and Candidates only)
6:15 pm - Social

7:15 pm - Reception & Dinner
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The East-Central meeting of the General Grand Chapter was
held in Perrysburg, Ohio the weekend of March 14-15. The
theme of the meeting was retention of members, especially new
members. We have all heard of newly exalted companions
who are really excited about the chapter and its lessons. Yet,
two years later, we are losing them because of non-payment of
dues. At this meeting of the leaders of the six states in
attendance, possible solutions to this problem were discussed.
The consensus was that most chapters forget about a companion
as soon as they exalt him and worry about the next candidate.

One solution was put forth by William Riggs, PGHP of Kentucky
and Deputy General Grand High Priest of the East Central
Region. He called it the CARE program. This acronym stood for

ommunicate, ctivate, ecreate and ducate.

The outline of his program follows:

To whom do we communicate?
Our members
Our contemporaries
The public

What do we communicate?
Plans and ideas
Meeting and visitation schedules
Special events
Awards / Announcements / What"s happening

How do we communicate?
Spoken word
Written word
Our actions

Why do we activate?
More involvement
Better attendance
Sense of Belonging
Pride

How do we activate
Ritual
Visitation
Appointment
Contests
Special assignments

How do we recreate?
Food

Dinners
Snacks

Contest
Luck of the draw
Who wants to be a Mason?

Travel
Visit all chapters in area
Attend area meeting
Support Grand Officers

C A R E

Communicate

Activate

Recreate
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Educate
!

ü
ü
ü
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ü

!
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü

Whom do we educate?
Members of our chapters
Members in our symbolic lodge
Members of our Grand Chapter

What do we educate?
Announcements
Awards / Promotions
Degree / Festivals
Recognize Accomplishments

Why do we educate?
Inform our members
To be better informed
Have a better understanding of our fraternity
So we can help others understand
So we represent ourselves in the best possible light

Each of these points were discussed in depth and many ideas were
exchanged. If you would like to know more about the CARE program,
contact Richard Yena, Joe Santisteban, Ron Blue or Robert Wright and
ask them about any part of this program. These points would bring
about much discussion in each of our chapters.

East Central Meeting Hospitality Room Request Form
2009 Illinois Grand York Rite Sessions

July 29 - August 2, 2009

Name of Group

Name of Person(s) Occupying Room

Arrival Date Departure Date

Specify Nights Room will be Open: Wed Thur

Fri Sat

Room Type: 1 Bedroom Suite ($135/night)

2 Bedroom Suite ($235/night)

1 Room Suite ($120/night) *Prices include tax.

Person(s) Occupying additional Bedroom

Room Number Requested * *Requests Subject to Availability.

Please Desccribe Type of Hospitality Being Offered to Guests:

Please Describe any Special Needs: (i.e., ice, chairs, tables, garbage cans)

Please return this form to Daryl W. Selock, P.O. Box 758, Palatine, IL 60078-0758.
Phone 708-289-0102. All hospitality rooms are payable at the time of request.
Checks should be made payable to$Grand York Rite Bodies#and sent in with this
form.
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Six Unity Day celebrations have now taken place,
and one more is scheduled for April 25 at Medinah
Shrine Center in the Chicago area to coincide with
the joint reception of Richard Yena, MEGHP, and
Fred Martin, MIGM. The following are the number of
exaltations at these Unity Days:

Downers Grove - 26
Peoria - 12
Bridgeport - 6
DeKalb - 16
Jacksonville - 13
Bloomington - 5

We congratulate all the companions who have
worked hard to make sure the new companions
received the best degrees possible. It takes a lot of
work to make sure everything is done with quality.
Thanks to all who work hard to make these events
happen.

ü
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü

Unity Days

Alan Brady of Jacksonville Chapter No. 3 provided this photo of the Jacksonville
Unity Day Holy Royal Arch Degree.
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The Bloomington Unity Festval was held on February 21, where
five new companions were exalted to the Degree of Holy Royal
Arch Masons and nine companions were received and greeted as
Select Masters in the Council of Cryptic Masons.

The picture above shows MEGHP Yena with the five new Royal
Arch Masons. Below is MEGHP Yena with Ron Blue, REGK, and Joe
Santisteban, REDGHP during the degree.



Non-Profit Org.
Grand Royal Arch Chapter

Washington , Il
Permit No. 66

PAID
Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the State of Illinois

Ed Derry, Grand Secretary
PO Box 227
Washington, IL 61571-0227

office phone: 309-444-7547
office fax: 309-444-4361

Support the Charities of the Grand Royal Arch Chapter

We are on the web

www.ram-il.org

Return Service Requested

Current
L. Plate
Number

Plate
Expiration
Mo./Yr.

Name of Registered Owner Address City State Zip

IL

Vehicle Year Vehicle Make Driver License Number Intend to Display
Yes/No

Plate Number Requested
(1-4 reserved)

Order Instructions:

1.  Complete the form above

2.  Prepare Check or Money Order% Cost: $20 per set  (Payable to: )

3.  Copy of your current Registration (if current registration is scheduled to expire during display dates,
renew your current registration as soon as possible)% Required if displayed!
Current Plates and Registration  MUST  remain in the vehicle during display period.

4.  Mail all Requests, Checks or Money Orders and copies of Current Registrations to:

EARL F. WYS
2625 N Woodhaven Dr
Peoria, IL 61604-2015

All profits will be donated equally to Chapter, Council and Commandery charities!

GRAND COUNCIL OF IL

Thank you for your support and assistance!

Unity Plates
Can be displayed between
June 3 and August 1, 2009

York Rite Unity Plates Announced


